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People that are in their late eighties (and some
people much younger than that) can have
memory issues.

A standing joke is that an older person is off to
get something that they need. They then have
trouble remembering where they are heading
toward and, once they figure that out, they
forgot what they were trying to retrieve.

I must admit that, although I believe that my
memory is good, this has happened to me more
than once as I get distracted on my journey.

Alzheimer’s disease is the most common form of
dementia. It impairs memory, thinking, and
behaviour and impacts your independence.
Moreover, it certainly affects your bridge
playing. Therefore, it would be rewarding if we
congratulated people, especially our more
senior bridge players, when they achieve great
results. These people have managed to
disprove the belief that with old age comes
severe memory decline in every one of that
age.

A case in point is a regular ‘state’ event bridge
player who is in her late eighties (I am guessing
her age a bit here as, of course, it is impolite to
ask a woman her age). Her name is Eva Samuel.

In the latest ‘state’ completed events, she was
on a team that finished second (playing with
Serhat Ozenir and Chen Ding) in the ‘Pennant’
qualifying (which is the Victorian State Team
Championships). Prior to that, she finished a
credible fourth in the Winter Swiss Pairs (with
Serhat Ozenir).

However, the ‘piece de resistance’ was finishing
first (again with Serhat Ozenir) in the ‘state’
event called the Thwaites Mixed Pairs with a
remarkable match point score of 63.79%.

Besides playing regularly in ‘state’ events, she
also is a regular player in the Congress circuit in
the metropolitan area especially. 

Editorial‌

Chris Hughes | ‌Editor ‌
edi‌tor@bridgevictoria.au

I have used Eva Samuel as a representative
sample but there are other older senior players
that have achieved very credible results. They
all should be congratulated and long may they
play our glorious game.

As an aside, there is a new ‘drug’ on the scene. I
know some person who is taking the course. It is
marketed as a possible cure to help diminish
the effects of memory loss. 

For you marketeers out there, the cost is quite
high and it must be taken for three years before
the benefits can be measured.

Imagine the bridge community presenting a
proposition to beginners. You learn to play at
our club but you must play for three years
before you can judge whether the game is right
for you or not.

For “The Interview” this month, I talk to a bridge
player and a well-regarded director especially
in the metropolitan area. His name is George
Lovrecz.

Submit all your input for The Bulletin to me via
the email address below. 

mailto:editor@bridgevictoria.au
mailto:editor@bridgevictoria.au
mailto:editor@bridgevictoria.au
mailto:editor@bridgevictoria.au
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2026 Calendar of Events Now Available‌
We have recently distributed the 2026 Events
Calendar to all clubs via email, and if you’d like
your own copy, you can ‌download it here‌. The
calendar outlines all known state and national
events, club congresses, as well as regional and
interclub activities.‌

This calendar is complemented by the online
calendar on the Bridge Victoria website for you
to plan your bridge year. It’s a great program
with a number of new events including Victoria’s
second gold point event ‘Gold in the
Goldfield’s’, exciting for those in the country as
well as the city.‌

Discipline and Ethics Resources
Although it’s rare – our clubs and congresses are
generally welcoming and friendly – poor
behaviour can occur from time to time. What is
bad behaviour and what are the penalties?
How do clubs manage bad behaviour? What
happens at a Congress? How do I formally
complain about bad behaviour?

Chair’s Message‌

 ‌
J‌an van Riel‌ ‌
Chair, Bridge Victoria‌
chair@bridgevictoria.au‌

We’ve recently updated a range of resources and
guidance materials, available on the Bridge
Victoria website. These include a Congress
Behaviour Policy, Congress Recorder Policy, and
a Recorder Report Template for use at
congresses. We also have the Disciplinary and
Ethics Regulations for state and congress events,
and we encourage all to familiarise themselves
with these materials. Clubs should have their own
code of conduct to manage behavioural issues in
club – examples can be found on the Culture and
Behaviour page of the website. 

Northern Region Teams of Three
The popular Teams of Three format is hitting the
highway and heading north to Bendigo for the
first-ever Northern Region Teams of Three, taking
place on Sunday 7 December. It’s a unique format
where players enter as a team of three and are
then assigned an experienced Captain to guide
and mentor them.

I encourage those of you who live in or near
Bendigo to participate in this great day of
bridge. It would also make a great day trip from
Melbourne, so metro players are welcome to join.
You can find out more about the event here, or
read the recap of the very successful Teams of
Three event hosted in Melbourne in August here.

Finally, I’d like to thank Cate Carr from Macedon
Ranges Bridge Club for your very kind feedback
about the new Beginner Lesson materials. We’re
glad these materials are useful, and through the
new player-led Victorian Bridge Teachers’
Network, a range of other materials will be
developed to continue supporting teachers and
helping clubs attract new players to the game.
Coincidentally, Macedon Ranges Bridge Club is
this month’s featured club.

As always, happy bridging! 

$

November already - with spring weather
teasing us, the excitement of the annual Spring
Racing Carnival, and the lead-in to the festive
season - the year is racing away. I’m aware of
many clubs taking advantage of the Cup Day
public holiday to host a social event which is
wonderful to see. We all know that the social
aspect of playing bridge is as important to
players as the competitive side of the game. I
recently played in the JMB Foundation Charity
Day at the VBC which raised over 3000 to
support young people living with an aquired
brain injury. It was a fantastic day, and a great
example of how bridge can contribute to
making life better for those in need.

https://bridgevictoria.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2026-Events-Calendar-20251029.pdf
mailto:chair@bridgevictoria.au
mailto:chair@bridgevictoria.au
mailto:chair@bridgevictoria.au
mailto:chair@bridgevictoria.au
https://bridgevictoria.au/discipline-and-ethics/
https://bridgevictoria.au/discipline-and-ethics/
https://bridgevictoria.au/culture-and-behaviour/
https://bridgevictoria.au/culture-and-behaviour/
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3324
https://bridgevictoria.au/victorias-bridge-community-shines-at-the-teams-of-three-competition/
https://bridgevictoria.au/victorian-bridge-teachers-network/
https://bridgevictoria.au/victorian-bridge-teachers-network/
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While it hasn’t produced a world champion, the
club is thriving—friendly, welcoming, and always
up for a game, come rain, hail, sun, or snow (yes,
it sometimes snows in the ranges!). Visitors are
always welcome.‌

Club Profile‌

Woodend Tennis Club, 1E
Earnshaw St, Woodend

President: Cate Carr

Treasurer: Cate Burton 

Interested in joining or playing at
Macedon Ranges Bridge Club? 

catecarr2@gmail.com

0417 549 041

Contact Cate Carr:

Secretary: Roger Scrivener 

Mondays and Thursdays at 12.30pm

Situated in the foothills of Mount Macedon and a
short drive from the iconic Hanging Rock, the
Macedon Ranges Bridge Club is a small but
enthusiastic group attracting players from across
the region. Based at the Woodend Tennis Club,
duplicate sessions are held on Monday and
Thursday afternoons.

Like many country clubs, it has faced challenges
over the years. Membership has ebbed and
flowed as players age and new ones join. The
COVID pandemic hit hard - though online games
were held, some members drifted away and no
new classes could run, leading to fewer tables
and players.

Post-pandemic, the club has bounced back, now
with nearly 70 members and nine or ten tables at
each session. Most new players are graduates
from annual beginner lessons, and while limited
space prevents ongoing supervised play,
newcomers quickly find their feet.

The club has strengthened education with short
lessons for intermediate players, online resources,
and a small hardcopy bridge library. It also runs
regular social and competitive events, including
red point pairs with Sunbury Bridge Club, an
annual teams ‘friendly’ with Castlemaine’s Maine
Bridge Club, a Spring Pairs, ‘Christmas in July,’ and
an end-of-year party and red point event. This
year marks the return of a three-week club
championship, and post-game drinks often mark
special occasions such as Melbourne Cup Day,
Easter, or ANZAC Day.

Vice President: Guy McCallum 

Macedon Ranges‌ ‌
Bridge Club‌

mailto:catecarr2@gmail.com


Click here to follow our page

Click here join our group

IS NOW ON
FACEBOOK

News & Announcements 
Upcoming Events
Education & Tips 
Celebrating Players 
Stories from our Community

Follow Our Page For: 

Or Scan the 
QR code:

Connect with other players
Ask questions & share knowledge
Share your event photos
Promote club activities & events
Celebrate wins and milestones

Join Our Group To:

Or Scan the 
QR code:

Or just search ‘Bridge Victoria’ on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574575455297
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574575455297
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1002571935060519
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1002571935060519
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Editor:‌ ‌When and why did you decide to come
to Australia?‌

George: ‌as above‌

Editor:‌ ‌When did you get involved in the local
bridge scene and what prompted you to start
playing?‌ ‌

George:‌ Unfortunately, I had no time to bridge
in a club environment while in Sydney but I re-
started my bridge in early 2000 at the
Melbourne Bridge Centre, run by George
Rogerson.‌

Editor:‌ ‌When did you get involved in the
administrative aspects of bridge scene?‌ ‌

George:‌ I had completed some bridge
director’s course. I was committee member at
Moonee Valley Bridge Club and, in 2023, I
started as a Tournament Organizer for the
Waverley Bridge Club for two years.‌ ‌

The Interview‌ George Lovrecz

Editor:‌ ‌Where and when were you born? (no
need to put the year in if you prefer)‌

George:‌ Budapest (Hungary) 1959‌

Editor: ‌Where did you go to school?‌ ‌

George: ‌All in Hungary: up to university (BSc,
MSc, PhD, Diploma of Education), in high school I
was in a special mathematics class: some 25
hours of mathematics classes per week,‌

Editor: ‌Was it a large family?‌

George:‌ No, only a younger sister‌

Editor:‌ What interests did you have as a child?
Did you play any card games at home?‌

George:‌ Yes, my dad and his friends played Ulti
– a Hungarian game played for money. Special
deck of cards: 4 suits but only 8 cards in each
suit. Could be played by 3 or 4 people‌

Editor:‌ ‌What direction did you take after leaving
school?‌

George:‌ After completing my university degree
in chemical engineering I was offered a job as a
lecturer at the university‌

Editor:‌ What career path did you take?‌

George:‌ 2 years after my graduation I got a
European-Australian collaborative award and
started to work at UNSW in Sydney in early 1988.
Later I got a job offer at UNSW and I stayed
there till 1995. I had a short break from the
UNSW job when I went to NZ for some 6 months.
CSIRO (Melbourne) offered me a job in late
1995, this is when I moved to Melbourne and
stayed with CSIRO (Parkville and Clayton) until I
retired in 2021.‌



9‌

Editor:‌ What made you get more serious about
the game?‌

George:‌ I enjoy the game – and I enjoy it more if
I play against good players. If you want to play
against good players then you have to play well
so lots of reading/training is needed.‌

Editor:‌ ‌Did you have a regular partner initially
and what about currently?‌

George:‌ ‌No regular players initially but I played
a lot with Darcy Funnell, Nicole McManamny,
Bob Geyer, Arie Meydan, Kim Frazer, Stephen
Weisz, Stan Klofa and Cathie Lachman. Recently,
I had the pleasure to play a few games with
Chris Hughes.‌

Editor:‌ I was thinking of editing out this last
sentence. It was my pleasure to play with such a
‘nice’ human being. I have never heard any
person not praise you for your excellent
demeanor. What is your general style at the
bridge table?‌ ‌

George:‌ ‌I am rather aggressive given the fact
that my favourite system is Precision.‌

Editor:‌ ‌I wasn’t aware that playing Precision
made you aggressive? Is that a good trait? ‌😊‌
What major bridge achievements are you most
proud of?‌ ‌

George:‌ It is rather funny: I have a university
friend in Hungary who runs a bridge club in
Budapest. She asked me to fill in for a practice
game when the Hungarian team was training for
a European competition. When I (proudly) turned
up for the session, I was listed in the under 16 girls
(!) team. Apparently, it was no mistake: they
needed a substitute for that team. At that stage, I
passed the young age of 60 and with my facial
hair I was not a typical under 16 girls team
member … but we beat the under 16 boys’ team!
-lol-‌

Editor:‌ Did you have to wear a skirt as well? ‌😉‌
What do you do mentally and physically to
prepare for bridge?‌ ‌

George:‌ Always have a few (declarer only)
games on BBO and try to have a decent sleep.‌

Editor:‌ Do you have any goals set for your
bridge game?‌

George:‌ Yes, try to make less mistakes than my
partner‌ ‌

Editor:‌ ‌There are two ways of looking at that.
Success can be obtained by partnering
beginners or reaching for higher goals to get
success.‌ ‌

Thank you, George for doing this interview on
short notice. You remind me not to challenge you
in any mathematical questions. Twenty-five hours
of mathematics a week certainly is a major
indication of your ability.‌

The Interview‌
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McManamny Teams Congress | Sun 27 September

Bridge Results: September*‌

1st

2nd

 
3  rd

Teams (28 teams) 

Geelong 2
Arthur Robbins, Douglas Newlands, Jane Skeen, Mary Ilic 
Waverley 2
Jenny Hoff, Kay Leeton, Roderick Crouch, John Currier
Geelong 1
Richard Lawrie, Valerie Sercombe, Marion Scambler, Philip Scambler 

*The following result from September is included as it was not available for the September issue.

https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3324
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Warrnambool Congress | Sat 4 - Sun 5 October

Congress Results: October‌

1st

2  nd

3  rd

Open Swiss Pairs (16 pairs) 

Justin Stark and Douglas Newlands
Arthur Robbins and Gary Ridgway
Anne Gunst and Alison Feiner

1st

2  nd

3  rd

Novice Swiss Pairs (14 pairs)

Sally MacDonald and Rosie Legoe
Tim Clement and Hilary Hudson 
Erin Rogers and Glenice McDonald 

1st

2  nd

3  rd

Open Swiss Teams (10 teams) 

Leigh Gold, Taydon Gold, Bianca Gold, Kevin Chan
Gary Ridgway, Arthur Robbins, Douglas Newlands, Justin Stark
Janet Attrill, Penny Thomas, Linda Picone, John Sarena

1  Place: Open Swiss Pairsst 2  Place: Open Swiss Pairsnd

1  Place: Novice Swiss Pairsst 2  Place: Novice Swiss Pairsnd

1  Place: Open Swiss Teamsst

2  Place: Open Swiss Teamsnd

3  Place: Open Swiss Teamsrd

Photo Gallery: Player names are left to right as listed above
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Waverley Super Congress | Fri 10 - Sun 12 October

Congress Results: October‌

1st

2  nd

3rd

Matchpoint Pairs: Open Category (40 pairs)

Robyn O’Dell and Margaret Klassen
Simon Tissera and Chris Fernando 
Sam Arber and Leo Saoud

1st

2  nd

3  rd

Swiss Teams (34 teams)

Serhat Ozenir, Chris Hughes, Declan Gould, Chen Ding
Philip Chang, Paul Ruan, Jack Huang, Victor Zhang
David Beckett, Neil Ewart, Danny Sharp, Ben Thompson

1st

2  nd

3rd

Matchpoint Pairs: Restricted Category - Under 100 MPs (26 pairs)

Rebecca Dorman and Rebecca Mackiggan
Paul Matthews and Jude Partington
Anne Maree Brooks and Tracie McGorie

1st

2  nd

3rd

Swiss Pairs: Open Category (86 pairs)

Benjamin Barned and Michael Phillips
Justin Stark and Douglas Newlands
Paul Ruan and John Yang

Best Waverley Pair
Best Under 300 MPs
Best Under 100 MPs

Taydon Gold and Bianca Gold
Francis Rose and Roxy Kruger
Jeff Ward and Tim Crowley

Best Waverley Team: Richard Finlayson, Kay Leeton, Marian Obenchain, Jenny Hoff

Photo Gallery (next page): Player names are left to right as listed above



Waverley Super Congress | 10 - 12 Oct 2025

1  Place: Matchpoint Pairsst 2  Place: Matchpoint Pairsnd 1  Place: Restricted  Pairs (U100 MPs)st

2  Place: Restricted  Pairs (U100 MPs)nd 1  Place: Swiss Pairsst 2  Place: Swiss Pairsnd

Swiss Pairs: Best Under 300 Swiss Pairs: Best Under 100 Swiss Pairs: Best Waverley Pair

1  Place: Swiss Teamst Swiss Teams: Best Waverley Team2  Place: Swiss Teamsnd
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Congress Results: October‌

1st

2  nd

3  rd

Open Swiss Pairs (56 pairs) 

Simon Tissera and Chris Fernando
Chen Ding and Paul Huang
Mohamed Ghatwari and Gordon 
McRobert

Best Restricted Pair: 
Margaret Costello and Eva Crowe

Best Beaumaris Pair:
Jenny Homer and Karen Ferguson

1  Place: Open Swiss Pairsst 2  Place: Open Swiss Pairsnd 3  Place: Open Swiss Pairsrd

Best Restricted Pair 1  Place: Best Beaumaris Pairst

Beaumaris Congress
Sat 25 October

Photo Gallery: 
Player names are left to right as listed above

https://myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/2134
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State Results: October‌

1st

2  nd

3  rd

Championship Final (10 pairs)

George Lovrecz and Chris Hughes
John Yang and Stephen Weisz
Ralph Berlinski and Prithiraj De Zoysa 

Victorian Open Butler  
Wed 17, 24 September and 8, 15, 29 October

1st

2  nd

3  rd

Plate Final (14 pairs)

Neil Ewart and David Beckett
Simon Henbest and Dee Harley
Danny Sharp and Stephen Sharp
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Upcoming Events

8 Nov

16 Nov Kooyong Pairs Congress‌

23
‌Nov

29 - 30
‌Nov

Victorian Bridge Centre Summer Congress
(Pairs Sat, Teams Sun)

Victorian Swiss Pairs State Championship5 - 26
‌Nov

Victorian Christmas Teams Championship3 - 17
‌Dec (Wednesday nights)

1 - 2
‌Nov

Sunbury Congress
(Pairs Sat, Teams Sun)

8 - 9
‌Nov

South Gippsland Congress‌
(Pairs Sat, Teams Sun)

Western Region Novice Pairs (Torquay)

Western Region Friendly Pairs (Ballarat)15 Nov

Victorian Women’s Swiss Pairs Championship‌ ‌23 Nov

7 Dec Northern Region Teams of Three (Bendigo)

26 - 30
‌Dec Gardenvale Congress 

(Wednesday nights)

View more events at:‌ bridgevictoria.au/upcoming-events/

https://myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/2134
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3237
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/2936
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/2173
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/2154
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/2936
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/2173
https://myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/2134
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/2154
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3237
https://myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3113
https://myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3113
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3324
https://bridgevictoria.au/upcoming-events/
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SPECSAVERS
Joe had been playing bridge for years. He still enjoyed the challenge of the game but he often felt very
tired doing anything more strenuous than sitting in a lounge chair watching some of his favourite
television shows.

Jack was of the same vintage and he also found his powers of concentration would be tested after a
competitive game of bridge.

Joe felt that Jack should consider playing less because he was making too many errors. Funnily enough,
Jack felt that Joe should put his cards away and watch television.

This sometimes caused a little tension when they played against each other because each one felt the
other was error prone. They were always looking for excuses to find fault in the other.

Bridge Humour‌

Jack led the ♣ A and Joe ruffed this with the ♥  5. Joe
thought that he would tease Jack and his partner and lead
the ♥ K (rather than the ♥ A).  

Having no ♥ s in his hand, Jack played the ♣3. After Joe
played the ♥  Q and then the ♥  J pulling all the trumps,
Joe claimed all the remaining tricks.

At the score up, Joe read out 7♥  making on the nose. Both
Joe’s teammates asked him how he made 7♥  when he was
missing the ♥ A.

On one night at the club, Jack held the following hand
shown on the left. After sorting his cards, he was facing a
seven card ♦  suit only missing the ♦K but, otherwise, a
solid suit. What is more, it was accompanied by an
excellent six card ♣ suit. Jack was thinking that this might
be the best hand he had ever had. He wanted to bid a
grand slam but, since he was missing the ♦K and, needing
a favourable position in the ♣ suit, he opened 6♦.

There were two passes to Joe. Joe was staring at seven
solid ♥ s and five solid ♠ s. He glowed inwardly as he
wanted to show Jack who was the more alert and bid a
confident 7♥.

asked him how Joe made 7♥ when Jack had the ♥ A.

After much discussion between the two teams, the following details were discussed. Jack revoked at trick
two when the ♥  K was led as he didn’t play the ♥  A but played the ♣3 instead. What is more, Joe
claimed, both opponents accepted my claim. Jack’s teammates kept saying that despite all of the
above, Joe was still missing the trump ace so how on earth can declarer make thirteen tricks in ♥ s. Joe
and Jack looked sheepishly at each other and stated that, obviously, the team that played the board
before them must have put the ♥ A and the ♦A ¨in the wrong hands after they played the board. 

THERE COULD BE NO OTHER PLAUSIBLE EXPLANATION.

At the score up at the other table, Jack read out 7 ♥
making on the nose to the bad guys. Both Jack’s teammates
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Sharpen Your Game

Test Your Declarer 
Skills: NOVEMBER

The following hand took place in a team’s event:‌

What’s Next in 
Defence: NOVEMBER

Your partner and yourself are playing reverse
signals.
You lead the ♦A and partner follows with the
♦7.

What is your plan from here?

Answer at the end of the bulletin.

3♦is a Bergen raise (showing four+ card trump
support and 9-11 high card points).
4NT asks for controls and 5♣ shows one of the
five (four aces and the king of trumps).
Needing a good result, you bid a highly
ambitious 7♥.
West leads the ♣5 and East follows with the
♣Q.
You lead the ♥A. West plays the ♥2, dummy
the ♥5 and East the ♥Q.

What is your plan from here?

Answer at the end of the bulletin.

Playing in a team’s match where beating the
contract is your main concern (overtricks are
secondary).
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Sharpen Your Game

Bridge Hand of the Month:
NOVEMBER

The following hand took place in a recent
teams’ event.‌

What is your plan from here?‌ ‌

The answer is in next month’s Bulletin.‌ ‌

Feedback

Want to see your play featured? 
Send in your play to editor@bridgevictoria.au

Chris,

David Beckett presented this situation to me. I was
West and the bidding went as follows playing 2
over 1.

Whether you agree with the bidding or not, you
arrive at the normal contract.
West leads the ♣3 at trick one. You play the ♣9
from dummy and East follows with the ♣8.

Solution

These situations are always difficult. The 1♠ seems
to have improved South’s hand and South has bid
6♣ with a sure ♣ loser that you can see.
Therefore, a red suit lead is called for. There is a
good chance that South is short in a red suit
(something like stiff Ace or maybe Ace and King
doubleton) and since your ♦s are longer than
your ♥s, I lead a ♦ (basically a pure guess) as it
gives nothing away.

WRONG.

Declarer had and Dummy had

Declarer won the ♦ trick and went to dummy with
the ♥Q and was able to pick up partner’s
doubleton ♣Q. If the gods are smiling on you, then
a ♥ is led but today wasn’t one of those days.

What do you lead?

mailto:editor@bridgevictoria.au
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Phill’s Teachings‌

Example 1

Third H‌and Hig‌h is one of the first rules bridge
players learn. Indeed, this rule pre-dates
bridge, and was used by good nineteenth
century whist players. Our first example shows
why the idea is an effective defence.‌ ‌

Part 1 - 3  Hand Highrd

UNBREAKABLE RULES
OF DEFENCE AND
WHEN TO BREAK ‘EM

Defending a no-trump contract partner (West)
leads the five (fourth highest) of this suit:

1063
AJ952                     K84

Q7

Sitting East if you play any card but the king then
declarer will score a trick to which they have no
right.

Sometimes you cannot win the first round of the
suit. Even so your high cards can force out
declarer's stopper and build tricks for your side.

Playing third hand high prevents declarer
scoring a cheap trick.

Example 2

Partner leads ♦5 and dummy follows low. The
opponents have ♦AJT, so declarer must score two
tricks in the suit. Your task is to set up a cashing
trick, and to do that you must play the ♦K. When
your side regains the lead, you will be able to cash
the ♦Q to go with your three obvious winners - one
down!

If you do not play the king, declarer will lead a
club and later discard his diamond loser on
dummy's winner. 

Playing third band high knocks out declarer's
stop(s) and builds defensive tricks.

Example 3
It may sound obvious, but a key aim when
defending is to take tricks. Playing your highest
card is the most likely way to achieve this
objective. In the previous examples, contributing
your highest card in third seat met two goals - you
took (or set up) tricks for your side and prevented
declarer from making cheap tricks. Sometimes you
can achieve only one of these goals:

♥1052
♥K974                       ♥AJ3

♥Q86 

This is the ♥ suit. Partner leads the four against a
4♠ contract. 
 
The looking at the pips in your hand and dummy's
you can deduce the layout of this suit - declarer
has three ♥s including either the king or queen
(partner would have led an honour holding both).
Are you tempted to put in the ♥J to force out
declarer's honour?
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Phill’s Teachings‌
Playing the ♥J k in this situation is called
'finessing against partner'. Of course, if declarer's
honour is the ♥k, it will not matter what you do.
However, playing the ♥j cannot gain a trick and
often costs, as here. The third hand high rule tells
you what to do - play the ♥A. Although dummy's
♥T stops you cashing three winners in the suit,
playing the ♥A avoids conceding a cheap trick. 

Example 4
Here is another example of finessing against
partner:

Partner leads the ♥5 and dummy plays low. If
declarer has ♥AJ or partner has ♥JT, then it
matters not whether you play the ♥Q or the ♥9.
 

Only when the layout is like that shown will you
play affect the result playing the ♥Q limits
declarer to two tricks whereas inserting the ♥9
lets declarer score a third. 
 

The play of the ♥9 cannot gain but it can lose. So
how do you know whether to play the ♥Q or the
♥9?

♥K83
♥J7652                 ♥Q94

♥A10

Playing third hand high avoids finishing
against partner

In these two layouts playing third hand high was
correct because your two highest cards were
equals against dummy. In one case you had ♥AJ
and dummy the ♥T and in the other your ♥Q9
were equals against dummy’s ♥K8.
You had no tenace over RHO and thus playing
your second highest card would have been
finessing against partner.

Example 5

Now consider this layout:

♥K104
♥J865                    ♥Q93

♥A72
Now your ♥Q9 surrounds dummy’s ♥T. When
partner leads the ♥5 and dummy follows small
inserting the ♥9 forces the ♥A. Against a suit
contract (when partner is unlikely to have
underlead the ♥A) this action cannot cost. When
declarer has ♥AJ your play does not matter. If
you play the ©Q here, then declarer could later
finesse partner’s ©J and make 3 tricks in the suit.

Not playing third-hand high gains when you
hold a tenace over RHO

Example 6

Partner leads the ♥4 and dummy follows with the
♥6. If you blindly follow the third-hand high rule
and, play the ♥K, declarer will win with the ♥A and
proceed to play on ♣s. Whatever your subsequent
action, they can establish sufficient minor suit tricks
to fulfill their contract. 
Notice the difference if you hold back your ♥K at
trick one. Suppose the declarer finesses the ♣J to
your ♣Q. You then play a second ♥ to the ♥A. The
declarer next leads a ♣ to your ♣A, but now you
can cash the ♥K and lead a fourth ♥ to partner’s
♥J. The ♦A will be the fifth defensive trick - one
down!
Can this third hand not playing high play cost?
No. If partner had the ♥A or (even the ♥AJ) then
dummy's ♥Q10 ensures the declarer always has one
stopper. The key difference is that ducking would
give the declarer their ♥ trick on the first round. If
partner starts with the ♥AXXX, they would win the
second round, and you can cash the remaining
tricks in the suit. Ducking cannot lose, but as we
have seen, playing the ♥K can.

Not playing third-hand high drives out a
winner by ducking

Of course, winning a specific trick is not your sole
aim in defence as we shall see below there are
times when other factors must take priority. 
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Example 7

Phill’s Teachings‌

Partner leads the ♠4 and you play third hand high
with your ♠A. You can continue with the ♠Q which
holds, followed by a third ♠ to the ♠K. However,
the declarer then plays on ♦s and makes 10 tricks
regardless of your actions. 
But consider this: what would happen if you play
the ♠Q instead of the ♠A at trick 1? Do you think
the declarer would risk ducking with their ♠K? 
From the declarer's perspective, they would look
foolish if LHO held the ♠AJ, potentially causing
them to go down even with the ♦K onside. 
The declarer is likely to play the ♠K and rely on
the ♦finesse for their contract. When you win with
the ♦K, you can cash the ♠A and play a third ♠,
allowing your partner to take the defence’s fourth
and fifth tricks. If the partner had led from the ♠K,
you would have lost nothing as the ♠Q would win.
When the ♠Q loses, it still ensures safety as you
hold the ♦entry.

Not playing Third Hand High creates an entry
for your partner

In Summary

Playing third hand high can:

prevent the declarer from scoring an easy trick 
establish defensive tricks, and 
avoid taking a finesse against your partner

Not playing third hand high can:

Gain when you hold the tenace over the right-
hand opponent
drive out a winner by ducking
create an entry for your partner
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Macedon Ranges Bridge Club
Blythe, Leonie Silver Local
Buckle, Jenny Graduate
Cook, Andrea Regional
Crosling, Gretchen Regional
Crozier, Jane Club
Edmond, Wendy Silver Local
Green, Tony Local
Legge, Dani Graduate
Mactier, Evelyn Regional
Nathan, Joy Graduate
Park, Malcolm Club
Poletti, Carl Club
Scrivener, Roger Silver Local
Sinclair, Greg Club
Turner, Peter Bronze Regional
Wilson, Tony Bronze Local

Melbourne Bridge Club
Bergin, Susan Club
Gammon, Helen Bronze Local
Hill, Dawn State

Melton Bridge Club
Humphrey, Ray Club

Moonee Valley Bridge Club 
Fernando, Jo Graduate
Heyes, Anne Club
Howden, Brian Bronze Local
Lenehan, James Club
Nelson, Julie Bronze Local
Round, Rose Graduate

Northern Bridge Club
Liu, Anita State
Wilson, Georgia Club

Ocean Grove Bridge Club
Collier, Sally Silver Local
Kinahan, Michael Regional

OZ Bridge Club 
Schwarz, Harry Silver Local

Patterson Lakes Bridge Club 
Berg, Diane Graduate
Joseph, Marianna Club
Rutherford, Jane Graduate

Peninsula Bridge Club 
Keogh, Frances Graduate

RACV Bridge Group 
Marcard, Mal Bronze Local
Smith, Heather Silver National

Royal South Yarra Bridge Club 
Davies, Lisa Club
Hornidge, Cassy Bronze Local
Williams, Jane Bronze State

Bairnsdale Bridge Club 
Varga, Sandor Gold Life

Bayside Bridge Club 
Costello, Margaret Bronze Local
Dorman, Rebecca State
McKenzie, Jennifer Local
Meakin, Tony Graduate
Rose, Francis National
Sherrard, Jenny Bronze Local

Beaumaris Bridge Club Inc 
Murray, Simone Silver Local

Benalla Bridge Club 
Armstrong, Jenny Regional
Wise, Jo Bronze Local

Berwick Bridge Club 
Cook, Janet Regional
Heynsbergh, Michael Silver Local
McInerney, Lauris Silver Local

Bridge at Tivoli 
Rooney, Peta Graduate

Bright Bridge Club 
More, Sandra Graduate

Euroa Bridge Club 
Brettingham-Moore, Snookie Graduate

Gardenvale Bridge Club 
Casey, Nikki Local
Miller, Robert Silver Local

Geelong Bridge Club 
Dunn, Sue Club
Graham, Kathryn Bronze Life
Gude, Rhonda State
Hazledine, Brigitte Club
Ingles, Aileen Graduate
Madden, Louise Club
Renshaw, Dianne Local

KLTC Bridge Club 
Bailey, Peter Club
Bolton, Colleen Club
Curtis, Marg Local
Dunn, Christine Graduate
Gerstel, Linda Club
Judd, Kerri Graduate
Love, Janet Graduate
Minson, Gill Bronze State
Strauss, Louise Bronze State
Woods, Chris Club

Lyceum Club 
Crook, Sue Local
Sweeney, Anne Club

Recent Ranking
Promotions‌

By Club:‌ ‌

Shepparton Bridge Club 
Carroll, Maree Graduate
Oakes, Graeme Regional

South Gippsland Bridge Club 
Banks, Beth Regional
Chapman, Neville Life
Dwyer, Lois Regional

Torquay Bridge Club Inc. 
Lyons, Lyn Graduate
Power, John Graduate

Traralgon Bridge Club
Taylor, Marion Life
Tzoe, Egbert National

Upwey Bridge Club 
Allen, Liz Graduate
Orrin, Barry Bronze Regional
Pan, Ann Club

Victorian Bridge Centre 
Berlinski, Ralph Grand
Dunn, Barbara Bronze Regional
Schutz, Peta Bronze Regional

Wangaratta Bridge Club 
Byrne, Matt Regional
Madden, Liz Club

Warrnambool Bridge Club 
Buzzard, Ruth Graduate

Waverley Bridge Club 
Heyes, Anne Bronze National
Houston, Jenny Regional
Lynch, Brian Silver Local
Park, Michael Bronze Regional
Ruan, Paul Life
Silagy, Jane State
Skeels, Sylvia National
Syben, Anna Silver Local

Whittlesea Bridge Club 
Keogh, Michael Silver Local

Williamstown Bridge Club 
Blamires, Gail Graduate
Nilsson, Judith Graduate
Sewell, Maureen Graduate
Smith, Maggie Graduate

Yarra Valley Bridge Club
Donahoo, Nicky Bronze Local

Yarrawonga Bridge Club 
Best, Margaret Bronze Local
Browning, Jerry Regional
Castles, Anna Bronze Local
Charles, Pamela Silver Local
Williamson, Deb Graduate

October 2025

Congratulations Ralph Berlinski of the Victorian Bridge Centre who reached ‘grand master’ ranking this
month with over 1000-master points.
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Sharpen Your Game: Solutions 

Bridge Hand of the Month: October Solution

The following hand took place in the Victorian
Butler pairs event on the first night.‌

The plan is to take four ♦ tricks, two ♥ tricks
and three ♠ tricks. You lead the ♦A and plan
to lead a small ♦at trick two. On the actual
hand, the ♦K does appear at trick one. So,
West now has only one entry (the ♣A) to cash
the remaining ♥s.

What is your plan from here?

Solution
The layout is something like the one shown
(which, in fact, was the actual layout) after two
rounds of ♥s and the ♦A had been played. 
You now lead the ♣K and two options occur.
Option 1 West takes the ♣A.
It doesn’t matter what West exits with, there is
now no entry to the remaining ♥s. Let us say,
West exits with a ♥.
You win the ♥K. Play three rounds of ♠s with a
finesse of West for the ♠Q and play the ♦Q
and another ♦ and East can cash their last ♦
but must now lead into the ♣QT in dummy.
Option 2 West does not take the ♣A.
You now lead the ♦Q and what does West
discard (East’s hand is of no consequence
now)?
If West throws a ♠, you play three rounds of ♠s
with a finesse of West for the ♠Q ending in
your hand and play the ♥K and another ♥ and
West can cash the remaining two ♥s but must
lead a ♣ to your ♣Q for your ninth trick.
If West throws a ♥, you play three rounds of ♠s
with a finesse of West for the ♠Q ending in
your hand and play the ♥K and another ♥ and
West can cash the remaining ♥ and a ♠ but
must lead a ♣ to your ♣Q for your ninth trick.
If West throws a ♣, you play ♥K and another ♥
and West can cash the remaining ♥s but now
must lead a ♠ which guarantees your second
entry to dummy by playing the ♠T. You lead a
small ♣ to set up your ♣Q as your ninth trick. 

Whether you agree with South’s auction or not,
South arrives at 3NT.
West leads the ♥Q at trick one. You duck the first
trick (East follows suit). West leads the ♥T at trick
two. You play the ♣ 3 from dummy (East follows
suit) and win the ♥A.
From the bidding, it is almost a certainty that West
has both the ♦ K and the ♣ A. Therefore, if you
lead the ♣K now, your only hope, if West takes the
trick, is that either West has the singleton ♦K or
East holds the doubleton ♣ J9 [Note: there are
also issues of getting two entries to dummy if West
is on the ball – using the ♠Q in a prudent manner].
Therefore, it is a much better chance for West to
have a singleton or doubleton ♦K and the ♠Q
(which you must guess to make the contract). 
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Sharpen Your Game: Solutions 

Bridge Hand of the Month:
October Solution cont.

Playing in a team’s match where beating the
contract is your main concern (overtricks are
secondary).‌

What do you switch to? ♠s is out of the question
– if South has the ♣A, they may have an easy
ride to ten tricks. So, this logic means that a ♣ is
out of the question as well.
We play a ♥ hoping East has the ♥A and
returns a ♦(all isn’t lost if partner has the ♣A
and not the ♥A as partner will get in with that
card and return a ♦ before declarer can
discard the losing ♦s on the ♣s). Therefore, play
the ♥9 to make it clear to partner that you
don’t want ♥s returned.

Your partner and yourself are playing reverse
signals. You lead the ♦A and partner follows with
the ♦A.

What is your plan?

Solution

Playing reverse count, partner has played the ♦7. 
This could be played from a doubleton where the
♦7 is partner’s lowest card in the suit. However,
more likely, it is showing an odd number of ♦s
(why? Because, if partner has a doubleton ♦, then
South has four diamonds and only a total of four
cards in ♥s and ♣s and, with ♥ length, partner
might have opened with a weak two bid). This is
all a bit flimsy but odds favour partner having an
odd number.

Alternatively (as sent to me by Ralph Berlinski),
the hand hinges on the number of ♣s held by
West. The correct way to determine the most
likely distribution is as follows. If West has five ♥s
plus the known singleton ♦, there are seven
vacant places. These are most likely to be filled
in proportion to the ratio of the outstanding
cards of the two other suits: seven ♠s to six ♣s,
or 7:6. West is most likely to have 4=5=1=3
distribution (or 3=6=1=3 if West has six ♥s).
Therefore, declarer should play West for three ♣s
— the actual holding. If West discards a ♣ on the
♦Q, declarer should attempt to establish a ♣
trick by ducking a ♣ to West’s now ♣A. If West
blocks the second ♠ entry, dummy wins the ♠Q
with the ♠K and ducks a ♣ to the ♣A (scissors
coup) and declarer plays to establish the ninth
trick in ♦s.

What’s Next in Defence:
October Solution

What’s Next in Defence:
October Solution cont.
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Sharpen Your Game: Solutions 

Test Your Declarer Skills: October Solution

What is your plan from here?

Solution

The only remaining ♥s left are the ♥4 and
the ♥3. Therefore, you look at a cross ruff
because none of the remaining trumps can
beat any of your trumps.

Cash your ♣K, the ♠A and ♠K and the ♦A (is
six tricks, these four plus the two tricks that
you already have). Then three ruffs in dummy
and four ruffs in your hand make thirteen
tricks.

Conversely, if you play a second trump and
the distribution is similar to that shown, you
will be defeated in your ambitious contract.

The following hand took place in a team’s event: 

3♦ is a Bergen raise (showing four+ card trump
support and 9-11 high card points)

4NT asks for controls and 5♣ shows one of the
five (four aces and the king of trumps).

Needing a good result, you bid a highly ambitious
7♥

West leads the ♣5 and East follows with the ♣Q.

You lead the ♥A. West plays the ♥2, dummy the
♥5 and East the ♥Q.



As an independent Audiology clinic, Victorian Hearing is proud to offer a full
range of audiological services for people with hearing loss. Our experienced
audiologists are university trained and specialists in their field, ensuring that you
receive the highest quality care and attention.
 
Our hearing services include free hearing services to eligible pensioners and DVA
clients. As well as hearing services to private clients, adults and children. The
services include hearing aid fitting, bone conduction, Cochlear implant hearing,
hearing aid repairs, hearing aid maintenance, tinnitus management programs,
balance and vestibular triage, APD testing, customised and instant fit ear
protection, and assistive listening devices such as bed shakers, smoke detectors,
phone, and TV support for people with hearing loss.

We understand that ear health is
important, which is why we offer
services such as ear wax removal
via micro-suction, full diagnostic
hearing tests, hearing aid fitting
and aural rehabilitation to ensure
your hearing health is maintained.

Our team is 100% client focused,
trusted and caring, and do not
receive any commission on sales.
This ensures that the
recommendations you receive from
our team are the best for your
needs and your hearing well-being.
If you are looking for an audiologist
in Australia, look no further than
Victorian Hearing. 

They have offices in several areas
of Victoria and they are phoning
bridge clubs directly to outline
where they may be able to assist.
For example, they supplied pens to
the Victorian Festival of Bridge
participants.

victorianhearing.com.au

https://victorianhearing.com.au/
https://victorianhearing.com.au/
https://victorianhearing.com.au/
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